Town of Hertford
Regular Session Meeting
Monday, June 8, 2026 - 6:00 PM
Horace Reid Community Center, 305 W Grubb Street

The Council of the Town of Hertford held a Regular Session Meeting at the Horace Reid
Community Center on Monday, June 8, 2026, at 6:00 PM.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
Connie Brothers, Mayor Pro Tem Sara Winslow
Keith Rouse Evan Copeland

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT
Ashley Hodges, Mayor

STAFF PRESENT

Doris Walton, Town Manager
Gina Durante, Town Clerk
Ashley Eure, Finance Director
Brock Mitchell, Attorney

A quorum was present.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Pro Tem Brothers called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The invocation was given by Councilman Rouse, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Councilman Copeland motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Councilman
Rouse seconded the motion, and it carried, 4-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of 1) May 11, 2026, Regular
Session Minutes; 2) May 26, 2026, Work Session Minutes was made by Councilwoman
Winslow. Councilman Rouse seconded, and the motion passed, 4-0.

CITIZENS CONCERNS
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Frank Norman addressed Council regarding renting out the Community Center on
Sunday, June 13, 2026. He had questions and concerns about the requirement of an
insurance policy for renters of Town properties. He said he was trying to contact the
Town Manager, and he went to town offices last Thursday.

Tony Riddick thanked Council for their effort and time. He then stated that Council runs
as a democracy not an oligarchy, and Council is expected to support the best interests
of the Town. Mr. Riddick stated that he has failed to get a response from the Town
Manager regarding his request for a reversal of the decision made by Council about the
condemnation of his property. He asked if there is a special process or procedure that
citizens need to know about in order to get a response from the Town Manager. If there
is a special procedure, he would like to know what it is. He asked if there was another
email registered to the Town that he could send messages to. Mr. Riddick invited all to
attend the Juneteenth Festival at Academy Green Park, June 20 at 2:00 PM.

CONTINUED BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

a) Approval of Budget and Budget Ordinance for FY2026-2027
Manager Walton first introduced a new staff member, Jon Hawley. Mr.
Hawley will fill the role as Hertford’s grant writer.

Manager Walton addressed Council stating that the budget for FY2026-2027
has been presented and the Public Hearing was held. It is her
recommendation that Council approves the Budget and the Budget Ordinance
for FY2026-2027

A motion and second were made by Councilwoman Winslow and Councilman
Rouse to approve the Budget and adopt the Budget Ordinance for FY2026-
2027 as presented. The motion passed, 4-0.

b) Approval of Contract for Code Enforcement Services
Manager Walton presented the contract for code enforcement services with
Alliance Code Enforcement. Council has prioritized code enforcement, and it
has been designated in our new budget.

A motion and second were made by Councilman Copeland and Councilman
Rouse approve the contract with Alliance Code Enforcement (ACE) for Code
Enforcement Services for the Town of Hertford. The motion passed, 4-0.
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¢) Resolution to Adopt the Perquimans County Comprehensive
Recreational Plan 2026-2036
The County updated its Comprehensive Recreational Plan. Town residents
were invited to participate in the focus group last fall, and Hertford had a
strong turnout. Manager Walton explained that the Town must adopt the
Perguimans County Comprehensive Recreational Plan so that the Town can
apply for parks and recreation grants. The final plan has been reviewed, and
Manager Walton recommends that Council adopt it.

A motion and second were made by Councilman Rouse and Councilman
Copeland to approve the resolution to adopt the Perquimans County
Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan for 2026-2036. The motion
passed, 4-0.

d) Approval of Mowing Contract
The Town requested quotes for mowing services from our current provider
and two other companies. After reviewing quotes, Manager Walton
recommends that the Town contract with Carolina Green Lawn Care and
Landscaping for mowing services.

A motion and second were made by Councilwoman Winslow and Councilman
Rouse to approve the contract for mowing services from Mowing with
Carolina Green Lawn Care and Landscaping. The motion passed, 4-0.

e) Budget Amendment
FY26-29 —-Move funds from two departments to DMV to cover the last month
of payroll. Last employee that was hired was not coded the same as the

other DMV employee.

Decrease Governing Election Exp 10-5100-574 $5,192.00
Decrease Admin Reg Wages 10-5210-411 $3,010.00
Increase DMV Reg Wages 10-6100-411 $6,000.00
Increase DMV LGERS 10-6100-423 $ 327.00
Increase DMV 401K 10-6100-424 $ 200.00
Increase DMV Health 10-6100-424 $1,675.00

Councilman Copeland motioned to approve Budget Amendment FY26-29.
Councilman Rouse seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0.

MANAGER'’S UPDATE
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Manager Walton would like to schedule a tour of the spray field for Council either next
week or the following week. She will reach out to them collectively to get their
availability.

May 28", Winfall held a quorum meeting regarding the sewer service and invoice for
payment on the loan. We had to re-evaluate our charges to Winfall in 2023, and their
costs were increased. We will need to adjust their costs again with the new school
opening. Manager Walton will review their (increased) usage at the end of 2026 as she
will have five months of usage to review once the school opens. Mayor Pro Tem
Brothers would like the Town Council and Town Manager of Hertford and Winfall to
participate in a roundtable discussion.

A promotional film for Hertford will begin filming tomorrow. It will cover from the Newbold
House to Downtown. Main Street Director Bridgette Packer has been working with the
downtown businesses to prepare.

COUNCIL CONCERNS/REPORTS

Councilman Rouse hopes to see the community participate in the Juneteenth
Celebration. He stated that he has witnessed three near accidents since the light at
Dobbs and Hyde Park has been missing due to damage, and there are also visual
obstructions at that intersection that could lead to more accidents. He said that
sometimes the school buses travel too fast on Dobbs Street, and they need to be
informed that the speed limit is now 25 MPH. Councilman Rouse expressed that the
caution light made Dobbs Street safer and would like it replaced.

Councilman Copeland thanked all those in attendance at the meeting. The Housing
Improvement Project is sponsoring the Pirate SHIP Festival at the Elizabeth City
Waterfront. The event will focus on community and outdoor awareness. Councilman
Copeland toured the new school in Winfall and stated that it is a top-notch facility. He
reminded all to be aware that it is summertime and more kids are out, the streets are
more populated with kids when school is out

Councilwoman Winslow commented that we ran out of parking for vehicles and boat
trailers at the Hertford Marina this past Saturday. There needs to be signage and a
designated overflow parking area. She also addressed the “250t Anniversary” banners
that were supplied by the Downtown Hertford Board that have been hung in downtown
and in the surrounding area. Councilwoman Winslow stated that they are not patriotic,
they don’t pop, nor are they celebratory. Councilwoman Winslow has not received
confirmed time and date for the Boys and Girls Club Camp Tour. She noted that the
historic street signs need to be cleaned. In regard to Councilman Rouse’s comments
regarding speeding in Town, she has seen vehicles passing other vehicle’s on Church
Street and crossing double yellow lines.
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Mayor Pro Tem Brothers thanked those that attended the meeting and encouraged
them to attend again and bring someone with them. She asked residents to be aware of
our elderly neighbors and check on them during the hot days.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A Fish Fry is being held Friday, June 12, at the Hertford Baptist Church from 11 AM —

1 PM and 4 PM - 6 PM. Tickets are $12 each and proceeds with be donated to Chicago
Eure for medical expenses.

There will be a basketball camp held at the Perquimans County Rec Center on August
5, starting at 9 AM. It is open to grades 1-12. Retired NBA star Brian Rowsom will be
there.

CLOSED SESSION:

Councilwoman Winslow made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to G.S.
§143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with the Town attorney to preserve the attorney-client
privilege. Councilman Copeland seconded her motion, and Town Council entered
closed session at 7:03 PM.

RETURN EN SESSION
Council returned to Open Session at 8:01 PM

ADJOURNMENT
A motion and a second were made by Councilman Copeland and Councilman Rouse to
adjourn. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 PM.
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